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SAFGHHE 


The ( opy of a Letter by a Miniſter of L on- 


don to one of bs F ariſh retired into the Countrie 


worthy Sir, 
M2 Xcuſe me, if I ſally reſent your Departure ( with 
other of my good Pariſhioners ) out of the City, 
efpecially upon this ſad Occation; Part of my Com- 
ſort in this Condition 1s, that you will give me 
leave to Communicate My Thoughts to you concer- 
ning this Diipenſation of Alnmishty God : I hove, 
I have not negleed this ſo long, that you ate afr aid 
to give my Letter Entertainment. O the great Change, that H= 
( who changeth the times and the ſeaſons) can bring to paſſe in a ſmall 
Time ! Or T if you pleaſe ) take it thus. Sach a "Puniſhment hath 
befallen us, in the Fore- head of which the Sins of ths City, and Na- 
tion are written as With a beam of the Sun, The wanton Provoca- 
rion cf Luſt in our Meats, the wnclear Pollution of Whorecome 
{ like thet of Tſracl ) is ow our Tables, and ;# our Tents; and we 
have w&gr:fted our ſelves 1n the Multirude, and Mightineſe of our 
Nation, (as did Dawid:) No wonder then, that the Wrath of GOD 
Is :zncenſed, and the Planue 3 1s great amon2 us. We have barn'd1in 
Luſt, Malice, Harred, and Revenge : and now Almighty COD 
vey ſent us a barns Feaver to dr: 2x our Blood, and conſume our 
y Bones: We have ( with little or 70 Provocation ) tery: fied, 
bf [rented Each o'hzr, and now we are juſtly become a Tciror 
co One another, We have Z7:g#red Preachers tubjet torhe /ihe 
Paſſions with our ſelves, and NOW Al:mi-bry GOD ſends an Angel 
topreach to us, whole Words are Wounds , and the Periods of 
whoſeSpeech, haſtex the Period of o»- Lives, We ſo at Treoa aca 
the Knells of our dear Friezads and Ve :g hbours ( rinz1 112 out bt 8: 
dom ) that x»w we can neither eat, nor ſleep, wake, notwaſ'k, b 
they are ſounding 10 Gur Ears. Every Hour proving a Herald to p-o 0- 
Ka 3 claim 
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claim the Death of ſome or other 3 Male, or Female Maſter, or 
Servant; Pacent, or Childe 3 F:tcnd, or N-i&hbour. The LORD 
nath zot [Pared tO beſtow upon us plentifully the ſweet water of his 
Meccies ; but we hav #o: (in the Perfune of them ) follow'd Hin : 
J»ſtly therefore doth be now po vr forth the b'tter Vials of 1s Wrarh 
u20N us. It muit be confelt co b: an heavy J 1deemen', 11 br le 
tickneſs,which devozrs now, and wats up 2Loplein thre wa Crit g 
1s fea-fully ſcatiered into mary places in 'ne Country, Iris 112 - ''n 
c:15ture) The Hand of GOD; His Swera; The S:r-keof h:; Aa: t: 

The Szar- of the Fowl:r ; The nozſome Peſtilence; The © errzy by 

Night ; Tha Arrow that flies by aay : The D:ſftru:tion that waft >; at 
Noon-day, ard wailks 17 Dark»eſſe. Atoſt of the Expreftiors Tf -- 
have in that m9? Excell:-zt Pſalm the Ninety firſt: which T veſs-e you 
often torea {, and meditate upon ; out of thar Spot of haly Ground 
is {zch a Preſ:rvative to be gath:r'd by thz Hand of Faith, which al 
the Gardens in the World cannot afford, farr ſurpaſſias the biggeſt 
Bunches of Rue, Wo:mwood, and the beit Angzhca, Sir, 1 dur /# 

be coxfi-eat, you are ſo good a Chriſitan, that you doe, and w:! liy the 
AfRiations of Orhers to Heart, and prtty thoſe pory Souls, that are 
a ffliftz 4 uncer the »-ghty Hand of GOD ; who liz in a moſt r-f/}, 
comfaril:ſſe, and 4:/conſolate Eltate, and Condition : for ordinarily 
they are deſtitute of All outward Comforts; They waz: the Phyſi. 
cian of Soul, ano Boay,tae Preſence, and Comfort of their F t2nds, 
Ni:hbours, and a//thofe,thatare neareſt and deareſt in AﬀeRion to 
them. They are vexed with th2 Raze of an horr:b/e Diſcale; aſſaul- 
zed With the fearful! hgor of All their Sins; the Panvs of Dzath; and 
Terror of GODS adr-a1fr]! Tribunal ! Sufer me then who have 
haiths Honour to iz/!ra:t you out of the Pulpit, ro direfF you In a 
Linc, of two, 10 pri ap your ſupphca:1-nz to GOD for /uch, whoſe 
Houſes the Plague of Peſtilence hath made Priſons to them : Pray 
with us, that rhe LORD would blefle every one of them with a r1g ht, 
anJ þo?y uſe of his heavy Hani upon them; that he would vive them 
ſaving Sorrow, and true Repentance , th2 Blood of his dtar Son, 
Pardon of all their Sins ; Peri vation of his Love and Favour, which 
18 b:tter then Lifz: true Peace of Conſcience ; Patience to exdure 
their greateſt Extremicies, anda fu! recompenſe of a! their ourw ird 
Deſol:tions ; with the ſweet, inward, Soul-ſatisfying Conſolarions 
of his bleſſed Spric, aſluring them, that their Names are wrzrrer in 
the Lambs Book of Life, Ceafing not to pray likewiſe for Us, your 
Friends 
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Friends, and Neighbours, whoſe Callines 06/:ge us to ftay im the 
City ; that GOD would magnifie his Mercy in makizg us Mony - 
ments of 15 Goodncflz, by proteting us in the m14/? of Danger : 
begging that Our Fai.h in Him way »ot fail us; andthat we may /o 
7741 1n Him, as zot to tempt Him: and thatin Hes good time He 
would (1f To may ftard 1th 1115 bleſſed will) CIVE USA 7-2? tell Meeting 
to His Glory, and ihe Comfort of Fach other. Neither doI thus 
writeto you, a8 If, becav{e you are 1n the freſh Alr, 14ireſore you are 
o8t of a{ Danzer, ( youarea better Chriſtian 1 «#75 /ay then to 
thick fo ) tho:ghT heartily wiſh, the place you are :» may prove an 
efrh anda Zoarto you. But my Defi;n 1510 bz an h»ymble Re- 
membrancer to #274 you of chat Chri/#;an Duty,in the Peciormance 
whercof,, you Will have great Peace and Comfort. To draw to a 
Period : The LORD ope» our Underſtancings, that we may ſe 
the Meaning of F1s Voice, and 4:ſceyz the Signihcation of His 
Lanzuage, when he ffeaks to us from Heaven in Signs and Judze- 
ments, And may an hely Fear ſo ſoften our Hearts, that we may 
by an v#fergned Repentance go forth to meet Him, and prevert ( if it 
zy be ) the farther Expreſſes of his vengefull wrath, And /izce we 
car: y our Liv:sin our Hands, the LORD eiveus to have his Fear 
in our Herts; that ſo, though in this Comm Calamity we do fall 
by the {troke of the deſtroy:ng Angel ; yet we may through the ſpor- 
74 vail of rhe Peſtilence render pure, un/}ottex Souls ro GOD : And 
finde, that the very Airks of his Diſpleaſure upon our Sivfall Bodies 
are(through His Grace, and His $>ns Death and Bl:ogdſhed) fo far. 
tif yed, that they prove ao worſe then Love-tokers to our departing 
Soules. Now the LORD GV/e/?, and keep You and Yours, from a!/ 
Danger, and Evil : may »o Fvil happen unio You, nor azy Plague 
come near Your Dwellings: bur efp:c:4/ly preſerve You all from the 
Evilof Sin, and the Plague of an hard Heart, This 1s pait of his 
daily Prayer, whois, 


SIR), 
Your True Friend, but 
unwotthy Pater, 


C. F. 
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eA brief Prayer for one in Health and at 
Liberty, both for Sound and Sick: 


OR, 


Antipeſtilentiall Ejaculations, 


And am I yet (bleſſed LORD) among the quick,, and tot amore 
the dead ! 


Am 1 yt breathing in the Land of the Liying ; O thou LORD of 
Life ani Glor ! FE 


Ho am I ; that I ſhould have my hzalth, when others are 
Sick ; my ſtrength, when others are Weak, my caſe, 
when others are in Payn , my lib2rty, waen others are ſhur up and 
1mPiiſon'din their own houſes > What am I? rhat I ſhould have 
my Friends and Comforts, while others are left Friendleſſe and 
 Comfocrtleſſe ? that 1 ſhould live and enjoy my Place and Beziog, 
while {ome are curn'd out of their Houſes by the Plague of Peſtt- 
lence, others ace thruſt out of the World by the ſtrokes of the De - 
troyer! That I ſhould have my Life given me fora Prey, while 
Thouſands are made a Prey to Deatn! LORD! ls it becauſe 1 
(or any of us that are yet untouca't) are b=tter then They ? No: bur 
rather, becauſe \We rre worſe : for Thou ſecſt We are not yer good 
enough to die, Many of thine own dear Children are taken away 
by the dreadfull t:oak of thine heavy Hand: We that ſurvive may 
well fear, from the Evil. that 1s zo come, Alas! Their Marks are 
but Thy Love-Tokens : For { dye they what Death-ſoever ) Preti- 
ous in thy fizht (O LOKD ) is the Death of thy Saints, They 
ſhall ret upon their B:ds in Perce : Thou hilt raken them to th 
Self: no becauie they werz not worthy of the Wo:ld: but becauſe 
the World was not worthy of Them. But if any of thoſe departed 
bave di:d unprepare? : Thy Mercy is the greater to ſpare Me and 
Ochets, and ro give Us more ipace : bir LORD eive Us more 
Grace allo to recover Strength of Sovi before we go Hence and he 
no More Here, Nay if any be cut-off in ilie midſt of their Days (and 


1 


L 5] 


in the midſt of their Sins too) yetare they happyer they 1, or Others: 
if We only tarry Here co forget GOD : living longer only to live 
Worſe, and to aut-live the Day of our Viſitation. O Thou ever- 
living Inhabitant of the burning Buſh ! ? Tis thy rich Mercy, Favour 
and Good-will, tis becauſe Thy Compaſſions fayle not : that we 
are not all conſumed, and that long-ago in the very midtt of our 
Impenitency, Infidelity and Ipgraiitude ! Bur O LORD GOD! 
Let us remen. ber, that Thouart our Life, and the Length of our 
Dayes. O grant Us (that remain Well ) Health of Soul, as Well 
as of Body, and Life of Grace, as well as of Natute : For the Living 
{Hall praiſe Thee, and not thoſe that go down into the Pir and Place. 
of Silence ! O! grant that We ( that eſcape Death and DeſtruRi- 
on) may prayſe Thee, not only with our Lipps, bur tike-wiſe with 
our Lives ! And that our chiefeſt giving-thanks may be living 
Thanks 1 O ! Blefled GOD ! Prepare all thoſe that are {ick and im- 
priſoned in their Bedds, or Lodgings, O prepare them for what-ſo- 
ever Thou prepare(t for Them ! Give them Grace humbly ro ſub- 
mit to thine holy Will : patiently to bzar Thy rizhteovs and father- 
ly Chaſtiſements : clearly to ſee whatis written upon thz Rod : Be 
z2alous and amend, and to hear Him that ſmiteth, ſayine : As ma= 
ny asT love, I rebuke and Chatten. Help them to underſtand the 
Langvage of thy Re< bukes : that thy Blowes are Balme , and thar ic 
15 bzitrer to be chidden, then not ſpoken to, and better to have the 
Bones broken, then to be ler alone in Sin to periſh irrecoverably. 
LORD! givzthem and us Grace to repent unfeignedly of all our 
Tran(2teſhons : that our Iniquities may not be our ruine, Give Us 
all 2odly Sorrow for ail our Offences, in Thought, Word, or Deed. 
Give Us all thine Holy Spirit to inable Us all freely and fully ro for- 
cive Ailthat have otfended, wronged, or affronred Us at any time, 
any way, Toallift Us by a lively Faith and fervent Prayer, to make 
a compleat Refigna:1on of our Selyes to Thee, both in Soul and Bo* 
dy for this Life, or a better, 

O ſprinkle Us all ( both ſound and fick ) with thar Blood of the 
Lamb of GOD, which ſpeaks better things then that Biood of 
righteous Abel: Take none of Us our of this Wotld, till we are 
throughly firred fora better. Help Us all to ſee and flee trom the 
Placue of our own Hearts, to Thee the Father of Mercies,and GOD 
of all Comfort inthe LORD JESUS. 
That ſeeiny there 1s no ficeing from Thee, We may all Hoe oO 
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Thee : That ſeeing there is no Hiding our Selyes from Thee, we 
may hide our ſelves in Thee : dwelling in the ſecret of the mo(t 
Hizh, by holy Defires and heavenly AteQtions, and abiding uader 
the Shaddow of the Almighty, by ſound Faith, and well-rcoted 
Confidence, in and through J ESUS CHRIST thy bleſſed Son, 
Our only Saviour and Redeemer, &c. Amen, 


pon the Apprehenſion of Danger by one thatis viſited, or 
| lagt He. 


RB L*-ſſ:-4 GOD 3; Ikzow that Nothing can be fall me, without thy 
holy Providence ; even 1h1s preſent Danger 1s by thine Ap- 
pointment 3 and what Thou haſt deſigz'd ic unto, I know zo: ! 
LORD : give me a ſweet, and ſafe Afſurance that Iam Thine, and 
;h:n do With me what thou wilt : O! Let we l.ve, and 1 ſhall praiſe 
Thee, and thy 7 udgmcints ſhall help m2? But i rhou haſt appoirted me 
C0) die by tnis Viſitation, O [ [-t [EC t hes; COMme hoe Unto Thee, 
and be #n:red ina /afer, and ſweeter Linion with 7hre, then every, 
Grant tha: througi the ſpotted Vaile of the Peſtilence, I may ren- 
der a pre, un{>ertzd Soul unto Th!'e, LORD: hear me, and have 
Mercy «pox me, for thy bleſſed Son, my dear Saviours ſake, who 
hath g:1v-» his precious Blood 2 Ranſome for we : to Him, with Thee 
O m129/? holy Father, and thy 5/eſſed Spirit, bz all Glory and Obegi- 
ence for ever, Amen, 


then Gruck with Death : Pray thus, 


pY veme, O GO D: for im theehaveT put my Truſt : forſake 
me not, O LOK D, my GOD: be tat not farr from me, when 

Trouble x near, LORD, ſtreng:ben and ſupvort my wavering Faith; 
| forgive me all my Sins, and ſuffer ot my Soul to bz ſarpriz/d in 
my {a A2ony. Haſte T he: to help me, O LORD GOD of my ſol- 
vation, for thy Name ſake; for thy Promiſe ſake ; for rhy Mercies 
ſake ; for thy preczous Blood ſake, Tnto thy bands 1 commend my 
Spirit : for thou ha#t redeewd wt, OLORD, This GOD of 
Trath | 


FINIS. 


